
 

 

 

Closing Day Checklist 
 

Closing Day is Sunday, October 20th 

Follow these procedures to ensure your plot is put to bed properly by Closing Day.  Remember, this is 

not an eviction notice but is required by all gardeners as part of the gardener contract. We simply want 

to make sure that non-producing areas are cleaned up and tidy and that we’re respecting our garden 

neighbors, partners, and future gardeners. 

1. Remove or turn in all non-perennial and non-producing plants, weeds, roots, and debris in your 

plot. Place weeds in the weed pile; Place stalky materials (corn, sunflower, broccoli, kale and other 

brassicas) in the stalk pile. All other plant material (including leaves torn off stalks) can be placed in 

the house compost pile. Organic material can also be chopped/broken up and turned into your plot to 

help build your soil.   

2. Remove all miscellaneous items from your plot. Please leave your plot tidy for the winter by 

removing all trash, debris, trellising materials, plastic containers, etc.  We want our gardens to look nice 

for the neighboring community, passersby, and all of our generous partners who let us garden on their 

land. 

3. Trim and tidy up any perennials and late season crops in your plot. You may leave perennials and 

late season crops in your plot as long as they are trimmed and tidy. As soon as you are done 

harvesting your late season crops they must be removed or incorporated.  Please don’t leave a bunch 

of rotting plants standing throughout the winter. 

4. Weed the paths around your garden (and mulch, where applicable). All weeds, including roots, 

should be pulled from the north and west pathways of your plot and placed in the weed pile. At sites 

where woodchips or sawdust is provided cover your weeded pathways with a 2-3 inch layer of woody 

mulch. 

5. Complete the Community Gardens End-of-Season Survey. Check your email for a link to the survey. 

The information you provide helps improve the program and gives us a better understanding of what 

our gardens mean for our gardeners!     

Optional: Mulch your garden with straw (use ½ bale). Garden City Harvest provides gardeners ½ bale of 

straw each season. Mulching improves soil’s moisture retention, regulates soil temperature and keeps 

it looking tidy. Tip: water down the straw after you cover your plot so it doesn’t blow away. Additional 

straw can be can be found at hardware and supply stores. Leaves can also be used as a substitute.  

Thank you for a great season!  


